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1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 March 2002 . 
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7) [3 Claim(s) 8,9,14,19 and 20 is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 10-12, 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by SALLBERG et al (US 6,353,620). 

Claims 1-5, 10-12, 15-16, SALLBERG et al disclose a method and a 
communication network for managing connections to a communications network, said 
method comprising the steps of: detecting the presence of an interface connection to a 
communications line; initializing said interface connection to said communications line 
for a first signaling protocol; checking whether said interface connection has initialized 
successfully and, if said check indicates that said interface connection has not initialized 
successfully, initializing said interface connection for a second signaling protocol (see 
figure 1, column 2, lines 5-67). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6-7, 13, 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over SALLBERG et al (US 6,353,620 B1 ) in view of CHOI (US 6,457,056 B1 ). 

Claims 6-7, 13, 17-18, as explained in the rejection statement of claims 1,10 and 
15, SALLBERG et al disclose all the claim limitation of claims 1, 10 and 15 (parent 
claims). Although SALLBERG et al does not teach wherein first signaling protocol is 
common channel signaling (CCS) and said second signaling protocol is channel 
associated signaling (CAS), this limitation is well known in the art and is taught by 
CHOI, in according to figure 4 and column 4, lines 50-67). 

CHOI teach the call control unit 204 uses a standard interface indicating whether 
the process succeeds or not about a protocol process request and the requested 
protocol process result through the system bus. Here, the call control unit 204 manages 
a call process state about a line management of each c C and a wanted protocol 
(Channel association signaling (CAS) or common channel signaling (CCS) protocol) 
and control an allocation and the release of the trunk channel and has an internal 
control logic in order to a switching operation about the digital highway (column 4, lines 
64-67, column 5, lines 1-5). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/092,834 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2664 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to implement the method of SALLBERG et al, using 
common channel signaling (CCS) and channel associated signaling (CAS). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 8, 9, 14, 19 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art made of record does not teach or fairly suggests in combination 
wherein, the initializing step comprises: downloading CCS interface parameters from a 
communications server; waiting for an interface ready signal; and initiating layer 2 
negotiations, an indication of successful layer 2 negotiations indicating successful CCS 
initialization. 

The prior art fails to teach for fairly suggests in combination wherein, the 
initializing step comprises: downloading CAS interface parameters from a 
communications server; waiting for an interface ready signal; and initiating a CAS 
interface, an indication of a valid CAS interface indicating successful CAS initialization. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin, can be reached on (571) 272-3134. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

November 16, 2005 
Brenda Pham 




